Amy Jaffe Barzach

Dear Friends,


This is an updated version of the letter I sent out to announce that I was starting the next chapter of my life and turning the leadership of Boundless Playgrounds over to its CEO and Board of Directors.  Fred joined Boundless Playgrounds as CEO in January 2008.  With his leadership, and the expertise and dedication of its Board of Directors, chaired by Steve Shaw, and its talented staff, I am confident that Boundless Playgrounds will thrive.  Know without a doubt that my commitment to the purpose, the mission, and the success of Boundless Playgrounds is as strong as ever.


My new company, Powerful Inspiration™, is dedicated to inspiring people to imagine and work towards a world where everyone matters and everyone can make a difference.  Through speaking engagements, workshops, coaching and other products and services, my new venture helps people and organizations discover their passion and learn to use their unique strengths to achieve success and make a difference.  In addition, through national leadership roles, I am educating policy makers and the public, building partnerships, and developing innovative programs to inspire people to create more inclusive and empowering communities. This includes devoting more time to my role as Chair of Inclusive Fitness Coalition's Inclusive Play National Workgroup.  Established by the National Center for Physical Activity and Disability, and the American College of Sports Medicine, IFC is a coalition of 70+ organizations dedicated to increasing inclusive practices in all forms of fitness, sports and play. 


Before I say anything else, I want to take a moment to remember my son Jonathan.  For me, Jonathan and the little girl in the wheelchair we saw sadly watching everyone else play are the inspiration for Boundless Playgrounds.  Jonathan would have been fifteen in April 2009.  I also want to thank my family, Peter, Daniel, Alyssa and Michael, for their love and support as I dedicated the last decade of my life to Boundless Playgrounds.  Equally important I want to thank everyone who supported Boundless Playgrounds.  Because of each of these people, hundreds of thousands of children and families nationwide are able to enjoy inclusive, universally accessible playgrounds that facilitate healthy growth and development for children, regardless of ability or disability.


I am deeply honored that I was able to provide the inspiration and leadership that sparked what is now an internationally recognized nonprofit organization. I am humbled by all that has been achieved, and grateful beyond words for the support and commitment of the Boundless Playgrounds' Boards of Directors, staff, donors, sponsors, and thousands of advocates and volunteers who made this possible. 


Over the more than ten years that I served as Founding Executive Director of Boundless Playgrounds, I've had the extraordinary opportunity to meet people throughout the United States and share with them my vision of a world where everyone matters and everyone can make a difference.  Not only have many people taken action to bring inclusive playgrounds to the children of all abilities in their communities, so many of them generously shared with me their own personal hopes and dreams. This exchange of ideas has been very inspiring - so much so, that in the last few years, I received a growing number of invitations to speak, hold workshops, teach, and serve on national committees.  Since keynote speeches and workshops will be an important part of the services my new company provides, I'll be looking for more opportunities to do this in the future and  welcome your suggestions and introductions.

Having encouraged and inspired others, I felt a responsibility to play an even greater leadership role in, and influence on a broader platform, the issues I care so deeply about.  I realized I couldn't do it all and give Boundless Playgrounds the focus it deserves. As a result, in 2007, nearly a decade after I led a passionate team of parents and professionals to found Boundless Playgrounds, I encouraged and whole-heartedly supported its Board of Directors' search for Boundless Playgrounds' first non-founder chief executive.  Less than a year later, Fred joined Boundless Playgrounds as CEO, and we worked together for nine months to achieve a smooth transition.

To each and every one of you, I offer my heart felt appreciation.  The difference Boundless Playgrounds has made and is making in children's lives would not be possible without you.  Every new Boundless Playground developed will spread even more joy while continuing to demonstrate the undeniable benefits to society of inclusion when children with and without disabilities are given the opportunity to interact, socialize and play together.  Rest assured that I remain as committed as ever to this cause and the purpose, the mission, and the success of Boundless Playgrounds. 

With sincere appreciation,
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